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too, after many attempts to reduce it, failed to achieve any
substantial result.

In 1683, Shihabu'd-Din Khan was despatched with a force
towards Poona and Supa in order to establish military posts
there. Before his departure, the Emperor presented him with a
quiver, a bow, ten thousand rupees in cash and two maunds
of gold to defray the expenses of the expedition.1 It seems that
he came back to the Imperial headquarters and was again,
after a few months9 stay at the Court, directed to march for
the relief of Prince Shah eAlam in the territory of Konkan.
The Emperor recognized his services by sending him a robe
of honour, five bridles and food from the royal household, as
a token of his favour. He also received the title of Ghaziu'd-
Dm Khan on this occasion.2

Ghaziu'd-Din Khan (Shihabu'd-Din Khan) encountered a
large Maratha force under the command of Sambhaji at
Pachad in the neighbourhood of the fortress of Raigarh and
inflicted a severe defeat on the enemy who were compelled to
seek shelter inside the fortress. In this expedition several
Maratha leaders were killed and many were captured, includ-
ing Bidaji, Akojl Malhar and Rao Subhanchand, whom he
sent to the Court and, as they whole-heartedly identified
themselves with the cause of the Emperor, they were given
robes and other suitable presents.8 Ghaziu'd-Dm Khan col-
lected a vast booty on this occasion. When the news of this
victory was sent to the Emperor, he felt extremely delighted.
The Emperor conferred the title of Firuz Jang on Shihabu'd-
Din Khan and also bestowed the right of playing kettle-
drums. One hundred and fifty robes of honour were sent for
his companions.4

Anxiously realising that the struggle with the Marathas was
going to be a protracted one, Aurangzib undertook the con-
quest of BIjapur. Accordingly he transferred his headquarters
to Ahmednagar in November 1683. The excuse for war with
BIjapur was not far to seek. The Emperor had invited Sikander
*Adil Shah, King of BIjapur, to join him in the operations
against the Marathas, to supply provisions to his troops from
his territory and to allow passage to his armies through his realm

1 Ma'atfur-i-'Alamgirit p. 242,           * Ma'aihintl-Umara, vol. II, p. 874.
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